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House Passes Bipartisan FY 2026 Minibus with Increased NIH Funding  

On Jan. 22, the House passed a bipartisan, bicameral four-bill minibus package 
(H.R. 7148) for fiscal year (FY) 2026 by a vote of 341-88. The measure would 
provide $47.2 billion for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) base budget, 
adding $415 million (+0.9%) in new discretionary funding over FY 2025. Funding 
for the Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health would remain at current 
levels.  

The bill text (PDF) and joint explanatory report (PDF) includes provisions on 
multiyear grant requirements and restrictions on changes to facilities and 
administrative (F&A) cost structures.  

In a conversation with Axios, House Appropriations Committee Chairman Tom 
Cole (R-Okla.) emphasized his support for NIH, saying he is “not going to be 
against finding cures for cancer or Alzheimer’s.”  

The Senate must now pass the measure ahead of the Jan. 30 funding deadline 
to ensure the government remains funded.  
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NIH Ends Fetal Tissue Research Funding, Seeks Public Input on Stem Cell 
Alternatives  

On Jan. 22, the NIH announced it will no longer fund research using human 
fetal tissue from elective abortions, redirecting resources to alternatives like 
organoids, tissue chips, and computational models.  

The NIH has also posted a public comment opportunity (NOT OD 26 031) 
seeking input on reducing reliance on human embryonic stem cells by 
assessing the robustness of emerging biotechnologies as part of its review and 
modernization efforts, with comments accepted through April 24, 2026.  

Nature: NIH Grant Review Panels at Risk of Losing All Voting Members by 
End of 2026  

A Jan. 22 Nature report highlights that thirteen of the National Institutes of 
Health’s advisory councils, which must review grant applications before 
funding decisions can be finalized, are on track to have no voting members by 
the end of 2026. Under federal law, these councils are required to review most 
grant applications before awards can be issued, meaning that without 
appointed members, the normal process for approving many research grants 
could be disrupted.  

Alabama Business Leader Credits NIH-Funded Trials for Cancer Survival  

In a Jan. 22 video published by the Association of American Medical Colleges 
(AAMC), Alabama business leader Gary Cornelius shared his experience as a 
22 year cancer survivor who says he owes his life to NIH funded research and 
clinical trials. After a stage four Hodgkin’s lymphoma diagnosis in 2002, 
Cornelius entered a clinical trial funded by the National Institutes of Health and 
National Cancer Institute that ultimately led to his remission.  

Cornelius now advocates for sustained federal investment in medical research. 
Please see his story here.  
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Endocrine Society’s Advocacy in Action Campaign Mobilizes Support for 
NIH Funding and Special Diabetes Program Reauthorization  

The Endocrine Society is leading an Advocacy in Action campaign that focuses 
on protecting and strengthening federal biomedical research funding, including 
dedicated support for type 1 diabetes research through the Special Diabetes 
Program — a long-standing federal program that funds research to prevent, 
treat, and cure diabetes. Advocates are asked to enter their contact 
information and send a personalized message to their Senators to emphasize 
the importance of sustained investment in NIH research and reauthorization of 
SDP funding before it expires. Learn about opportunities to get involved here.  

Upcoming Events  
 

Register for FASEB’s Advocacy Town Hall Meetings  

Join the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology (FASEB)’s 
Advocacy Town Hall meetings — a recurring virtual space where researchers 
and advocates come together twice a month (first and third Tuesday from noon 
to 1:00 p.m. ET) to receive updates from Capitol Hill and the latest science 
policy news from NIH, NSF, and other federal agencies; share experiences or 
express opinions on important science policy issues; contribute to grassroots 
mobilization efforts; and help shape the future of the research community 
through continuous input.  

The series consists of biweekly sessions on Tuesdays running from January 
through December 2026. The next date is Feb. 3. Register here, and please 
complete all requested fields.  

Upcoming NIH Council of Councils Meeting  

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Council of Councils will meet on Jan. 29 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. ET to discuss a proposed reorganization of the 
Division of Program Coordination, Planning, and Strategic Initiatives (DPCPSI) 
within the Office of the Director. In advance of that meeting, DPCPSI is seeking 
public comment on the reorganization, which would establish an Office of 

https://click.email.aamc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjI1N2VmMWE2LWU0YzgtNDdiOS04ZTFlLWZjMjBjNGFmMGFiZCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiNTl3OWlXekpQb2E0TTJmVjhDS2NMdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IlBSbzZXMHlPZFgyRUVsT0hMTGR4Z1dyUmVoNkhYLzJrWmJ6Nkcwc1VtMXNNdjVDMjdHdmlzVDAvSUl5L2lBbFJTNzdlbE5Sem1SY2FUTTFaMm40RDNRZ2VWNG5uM0QySmJNaytocmd6WjlYd0lwd3YiLCJhdXRoVGFnIjoiMUhPWkZ4cE16Vm5hZmdQZENCNVhpUT09In0%3D
https://click.email.aamc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImExZTUyZTc4LTUyYTEtNDIyNC04OWY0LTdjMDBhMjk4ODkyNyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiUmYvU3Y2Qm1paXlOUlJ1aHYwNHBodz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IjhGaVh6eGJtdjVWUUNSYStOQzQxMXZBSmdSdDVxVVdiaXU2VG51TEIxUzBqNHRBMXhqRDlUeHgxYTB3UCtLNHRuQW1OeXJReW0zUUYvVllzeVVBeVdQVnJpK3hGLzlLL29HYUtMSTFGRzZHL1RpbUgiLCJhdXRoVGFnIjoidERLYmRBWDlWaXpKUURKWTlXdUw3QT09In0%3D
https://click.email.aamc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6Ijk4OGRlODg3LWQ1ZDAtNGI2ZC1iNjhlLWRhN2NjMDdlZGMzZCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoidmdzNUhxQXJsOXZGYUp6NktHa20vUT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IkozQzZGb0xqc0xFMXMwKzNUUDZvaEp5V09GUEdvR0RzSHhJRFRLZ0VCTVFNb3hFcTYyek1idkhQN2ZBcGdNUUIwbzNFYm9tTDFSK1JlM2hzWGZrRmJ2V3loUXkrQ3prZW9DdVgyOFZvblBvb2FTYjkiLCJhdXRoVGFnIjoiaVl2Vkg1RjdlR3hkK1FWdTliS0ZEQT09In0%3D


Research Innovation, Validation, and Application (ORIVA) and an Office of 
Research, Economics, Planning, and Analysis (OREPA). Anyone interested in 
filing written comments may do so by sending an email to 
DPCPSIreorgcomments@nih.gov by TODAY, 11:59 p.m. ET on Monday, Jan. 26.  

Request for Public Comment & Funding Opportunities  
 

NIH Seeks Public Comment on Proposed DPCPSI Reorganization to 
Establish ORIVA and OREPA  

The NIH has announced a request for public comment on a proposed 
reorganization within the Division of Program Coordination, Planning, and 
Strategic Initiatives (DPCPSI) to establish two new offices: the Office of 
Research Innovation, Validation, and Application (ORIVA), which will strengthen 
integration of scientific innovation, alternative test methods, and reproducible 
research, and the Office of Research Economics, Planning, and Analysis 
(OREPA), which will support NIH-wide planning, portfolio analysis, and 
strategic coordination.  

Interested stakeholders are invited to provide feedback on the proposal via 
email to DPCPSIreorgcomments@nih.gov by 11:59 p.m. ET by TODAY, January 
26, 2026.  

NIH Issues Request for Information on Draft Proposal Harmonizing 
Research Participant Data Policies  

The NIH on Dec. 17 released a request for information on a proposed 
Controlled-Access Data Policy and revisions to the Genomic Data Sharing 
(GDS) Policy. The draft Controlled-Access Data Policy specifies which human 
participant data require controlled access, establishes criteria for assessing 
additional data types, and standardizes expectations across NIH Institutes, 
Centers, and Offices. Proposed revisions to the GDS Policy aim to adapt 
requirements and clarify data submission and consent procedures for human 
genomic data.  
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NIH invites stakeholders to provide feedback on the proposed policies, 
including the identification of data requiring controlled access and revisions to 
genomic data sharing practices. The deadline to submit comments is March 4, 
2026. Questions regarding the proposal may be directed to 
SciencePolicy@od.nih.gov.  

Please Note: If you have information of interest to the NIH advocacy 
community that you would like to share with the Ad Hoc Group, please 
forward it to Tannaz Rasouli at trasouli@aamc.org.  
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