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Ad Hoc Group Statement Honoring America’s Medical Research Legacy on Independence Day 

 
July 2, 2026 – The Ad Hoc Group for Medical Research issued the following statement in 
celebration of America’s legacy of leadership in medical research on Independence Day. 

As our na�on celebrates its 250th anniversary, the Ad Hoc Group for Medical Research honors 
our country’s founda�onal commitment to scien�fic discovery. Decades of American investment 
in medical research have fundamentally transformed public health, supported development of 
new cures, extended life expectancy, and improved survival for serious diseases, bringing hope 
to pa�ents across the country. 

Medical research funded by the Na�onal Ins�tutes of Health (NIH) has improved pa�ent 
outcomes for diseases like cancer, heart disease, and diabetes. More people survive cancer 
today than ever before. Since the 1970s, the five-year cancer survival rate has soared from 49% 
to over 70%.i Simultaneously, death rates from heart disease and diabetes have plunged.ii iii NIH-
funded research has also delivered breakthrough treatments, including clinically administered 
ketamine as the first new therapy for major depression in more than 30 years.iv It has also 
driven progress through unexpected avenues, such as early studies of Gila monster venom that 
ul�mately contributed to the development of widely used glucagon-like pep�de-1 (GLP-1) 
medicines for diabetes and obesity.v These examples highlight only a frac�on of America’s 
enduring leadership in medical research and the con�nued importance of bipar�san 
commitment to NIH-funded innova�on. 

As we build on this legacy, we are on the verge of new cures for pa�ents, made possible by NIH 
research. Researchers are advancing breakthroughs in earlier detec�on and treatment for 
Alzheimer’s disease,vi gene-edi�ng therapies to cure rare gene�c disorders in children,vii new 
approaches to treat and detect pancrea�c cancer,viii and technologies that may restore speech 
and movement for people with paralysis.ix Con�nued federal support for the NIH is what will 
turn promising discoveries into real, life-saving treatments for pa�ents. 

Imagine what American ingenuity can achieve in the next 250 years if the country con�nues to 
priori�ze investment in medical research and build on this legacy. Now is the moment to 
strengthen federal investment in the NIH to cement our place in history as the global leader in 
scien�fic innova�on and deliver the cures pa�ents are coun�ng on. 
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